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Dream of the Red Chamber

Instructor: Yi-Wen Lo (lamer0202@gmail.com)
Hours: 36 (6hrs/w)

1. Course Overview

Published in the 18th century, Dream of the Red Chamber is the culmination of the
traditional Chinese novels in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. It is a beautiful and delicate
narrative of the rise and fall of an illustrious, aristocratic family, and also a rich
encyclopedia of life and material culture of pre-modern China with a large account of
customs, entertainment, food, clothing, gardens, furniture, etc. This course will guide
students to appreciate the meaning and aesthetic features of the work by reading some

important chapters closely and discussing the connotation of the text in depth in class.

2. Weekly Syllabus

Week | Topic

1 The Reincarnation and the Destiny (Ch1, 5)
i B e E— O ~ IIFRELREZ)EE (55 1,5 [9])

The family tree of the Rongguo Fu and the Girls (Ch2, 3, 8)
BEER T — R BT AEE 2B 2 (56 2,3,8 [H])

2 The Ideal World, Daguan Yuan (Ch16, 17, 18)
HAB SR —REIERE R (5 16,17,18 [4])

Love and Art: Baoyu and Daiyu (Ch19, 23, 26, 29, 32, 36)
ST ZE—E 3B (5 19,23,26,29,32,36 [1])

3 The Destiny and Personality of Baochai (Ch7, 22, 27,28, 30, 34)

Field Trip: The National Palace Museum in Taipei

4 The Cruel Reality and (im)possible Escape (Ch30, 32, 31, 43, 46, 48, 52)
BEEHEBEL—-—SJEH  BEES FTEZZ2FTF (F
30,32,31,43,46,48,52 [0] )

Saving the Sinking Ship: Tanchun’s Reform (Ch55, 56)
TR R—R BRI R (5 55,56)

5 The Curse of Lust: The You Sisters (Ch64, 65,
VESERE R T —C —4H ~ JC=14H (ZF 64,65,66,67,68,69 [A] )
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6 Tragic Ending: A Blind Wedding (Ch93, 94, 95, 96, 97)

1. Final Exam

HARZ 1%

2. The After Life of the Stone: Sequels, Adaptations, Fan Fiction, and Fan
Art

KAERSEE 5T B A\ AIME

3. Grading Breakdown
Participation 30%
Oral presentation 20%
Quizzes 20%

Final exam 30%
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